
 
Get Connected Events is proud to present  

the 2nd Annual Big Blues Band 2020 Colorado Tour  
featuring Mike Zito and his Big Blues Band  

with Special Guest Vanessa Collier 

He may be one of the most lauded artists in the contemporary blues arena today, and 
rightfully so, but for Mike Zito, the thing that counts the most is maintaining his 
honesty, authenticity and integrity. Those are the qualities that have steered Zito’s 
career since the beginning and continue to define every effort he’s offered since. 

Zito’s latest album -- his 16th -- 
released November 2019 on Ruf 
Records and descriptively titled 
Rock N Roll: A Tribute to Chuck 
Berry, finds him broadening his 
boundaries still further even as it 
marks a return to his roots. The 
album consists of 20 Chuck Berry 
classics performed by Zito and an 
impressive array of 21 guest 
guitarists, among them Joe 
Bonamassa, Walter Trout, Eric 
Gales, Robben Ford, Sonny 
Landreth, Luther Dickinson, 
Albert Castiglia, Anders Osborne 
and, significantly, Chuck’s 
grandson, Charles Berry III. 

“This was a very special project 
for me,” Zito says. “I lived in 
Chuck’s hometown of St. Louis for 
32 years, and I worked at a small 

musical instrument store where his drummer also happened to be employed. Chuck’s 
son would drop by on occasion as well. He was an icon, and rightfully so. I’ve been 
playing his songs since I was a kid. Needless to say, he was a tremendous influence on 
my career, and, of course, on many other musicians’ as well.” Produced by Zito 
himself, the album was recorded at his own Marz Studios and mixed and mastered by 
David Farrell. “We recorded the basic tracks and then sent them to each guest 
musician,” Zito recalls. “They added their contributions and then sent the files back to 
us. The process took a year to complete.” 



Naturally, patience and  perseverance have been Zito’s stock and trade since the 
beginning. He began playing guitar at the age of five, and by the time he reached his 
late teens, he was already a fixture on the local St. Louis music scene. He initially 
released his music independently and then signed with Eclecto Groove Records in 
2008. "Pearl River," the title track of his 2009 album for the label, won Song of the Year 
at the Blues Music Awards and marked his first collaboration with Cyril Nevill, with 
whom he’d later work in the Royal Southern Brotherhood. A steady succession of 
critically acclaimed albums followed, culminating in 2011’s Greyhound, which was 
nominated for Best Rock Blues Album at that year’s Blue Music Awards ceremony in 
Memphis. Two years later, he signed with Ruf Records and released Gone to Texas, the 
story of how he gained his sobriety, offered an emotional homage to the state that left 
an indelible imprint on his entire life. It also marked the debut of his band, the Wheel. 

From 2010 to 2014, Zito also played an integral role in the super group of sorts, Royal 
Southern Brotherhood. The group released two albums and a DVD, Songs from the 
Road - Live in Germany, winner of the year’s Blues Music Award for Best DVD. He also 
made his mark behind the boards by producing albums for Samantha Fish, Albert 
Castiglia, Ally Venable, Jeremiah Johnson, Jimmy Carpenter, and many others. 

Meanwhile, the accolades keep coming. His album Make Blues Not War debuted on the 
Billboard Blues Album Chart at number one and garnered him recognition as the 2018 
Rock Blues Artist of the Year at the Blues Music Awards. Last year’s First Class Life 
followed suit, also entering the charts at number one. Alternate Root magazine 
insisted that “The First Class Life that Mike Zito titles his upcoming album can be 
heard in the sweet sound of Blue Soul rising like heat waves from his guitar and his 
vocal.” American Blues Scene said “Mike Zito’s return to the blues is, in a word, 
triumphant!” No Depression declared, “Once again, Zito has  delivered the  goods,  a 
first class package with no postage due.” 

Now, with Rock N Roll: A Tribute to Chuck Berry, Mike Zito 
again does what he does best, making an album that’s 
humble, heartfelt, skilled and sublime....and, to paraphrase 
Chuck himself, letting it rock all at the same time. 

The 2nd Annual Colorado Big Blues Band Tour will feature 
Mike Zito and his Big Blues Band with a special tribute to 
Chuck Berry and adding Special Guest Vanessa Collier to 
rock it out even more! If you haven’t been fortunate enough 
to meet Vanessa and witness one of her head-turning, fiery, 
and passionate performances, you should definitely make 
sure you do. As a master musician and multi-
instrumentalist, Vanessa Collier, weaves funk, soul, rock, 
and blues into every powerful performance and she is 
downright impressive. With soulful vocals, searing 
saxophone, and witty songwriting, Vanessa is blazing a 
trail, racking up an impressive arsenal of honor’s, and has 
already singled herself out as an artist of distinction.  
Vanessa will join Zito for this one-of-a-kind, only in 
Colorado special tour. 



Benefits of hosting the Mike Zito Big Blues Band Tour: 
• Venue is promoted state wide as part of the 2020 Colorado Big Blues Band Tour 
• Radius clause offers exclusivity in your area – only a few strategic stops available in Colorado 
• Marketing and media package – tour poster, flyers, Facebook, Instagram, PR and website 
• Marketing assets – pictures, video, logo, press release available to assist in marketing 

COLORADO BIG BLUES BAND TOUR DATES:  April 28 - May 3, 2020 

April 28th or 29th AVAILABLE 
April 30th SOLD Colorado Springs 
May 1st SOLD Rifle 
May 2nd SOLD Denver 
May 3rd SOLD Greeley 

In 2019, Get Connected Events created the “ultimate blues music experience” for Colorado blues fans by 
producing the 1st annual Colorado Tour of a BIG BLUES BAND EXPERIENCE that features Mike Zito 
and some very special blues greats in some very special music venues.  In 2020, the experience will be a 
special Rock-n-Roll Tribute to Chuck Berry (Zito’s newly released album) and a special guest that’s 
killing it on the blues music scene, Vanessa Collier.  Plus…. this show will highlight some of Colorado’s 
best music venues to see and hear live blues music in a BIG experiential way.   

To learn more about Mike Zito’s music visit www.mikezito.com/music 

To learn more about Vanessa Collier’s music visit https://www.vanessacollier.com/heartsoulsaxophone 

To sum it up…  not only will the talent lineup be blues all-stars but the venues chosen to host the shows 
will also be all-stars creating The Ultimate Blues Music Experience! 

What does it take to be a venue host on the Big Blues Band Colorado Tour?   
• Offer in house tech, quality sound and lighting production 
• Offer an acoustically superior room with multiple seating and viewing options 
• Offer food and/or beverages for guests 
• Offer convenient guest parking on site or close by 
• Offer affordable general admission ticket ($20-$30 range) 
• Offer VIP packages (we can help in creating the VIP packages specifically for your venue) 

 Booking inquiries:  Contact Gina Hallisey at  
 gina@getconnectedevents.com or 303.726.6111

https://www.mikezito.com/music
https://www.vanessacollier.com/heartsoulsaxophone
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